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TODAYINHISTORY

ONTHISDATE

Ten years ago: The House voted 
for the irst time to clamp a cutoff 
deadline on the Iraq war, agreeing 
by a thin margin to pull combat 
troops out by late 2008, an action 
dismissed by President George W. 
Bush as “political theater.” Iranian 
forces captured 15 British sailors 
and marines who were searching 
a merchant ship in the disputed 
Shatt Al-Arab waterway Persian 
Gulf; they were held for 13 days. 
Miss Tennessee Rachel Smith was 
crowned Miss USA at the pageant 
in Los Angeles.

Five years ago: Urging 
Americans to “do some soul 
searching,” President Barack 
Obama injected himself into the 
emotional debate over the fatal 
shooting of Trayvon Martin in 
Florida, saying, “If I had a son, 
he’d look like Trayvon.” The U.S. 
Army formally charged Staff Sgt. 
Robert Bales with 17 counts of 
premeditated murder in the deaths 
of 17 villagers, more than half of 
them children, during a shooting 
rampage in southern Afghanistan. 
Pope Benedict XVI landed in 
Mexico to throngs of faithful who 
lined more than 20 miles of his 
route into the city of Leon.

One year ago: President Barack 
Obama, on a fence-mending state 
visit to Buenos Aires, held up 
Argentina as an emerging world 
leader worthy of U.S. support, 
as he and President Mauricio 
Macri broke with years of ten-
sions between their countries. 
Death claimed former baseball 
player-turned-broadcaster Joe 
Garagiola at age 90 and actor Ken 
Howard at age 71.

In 1775, Patrick Henry deliv-
ered an address to the Virginia 
Provincial Convention in which he 
is said to have declared, “Give me 
liberty, or give me death!”
In 1806, explorers Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark, having 
reached the Paciic coast, began 
their journey back east.
In 1933, the German Reichstag 
adopted the Enabling Act, which 
effectively granted Adolf Hitler 
dictatorial powers.
In 1942, the irst Japanese-
Americans evacuated by the U.S. 
Army during World War II arrived at 
the internment camp in Manzanar, 
California.
In 1956, Pakistan became an 
Islamic republic.
In 1983, President Ronald 
Reagan irst proposed developing 
technology to intercept incoming 
enemy missiles — an idea that 
came to be known as the Strategic 
Defense Initiative. 
In 2001, Russia’s orbiting Mir 
space station ended its 15-year 
odyssey.

COMMUNITY 
EVENTS

PAGE 2

PAGE 2

TROOPER
REPORTS

Investigator: Tough 
conditions faced while 

collecting evidence

By SCOTT CHRISTIANSEN
scott@kodiakdailymirror.com

KODIAK — On Tuesday and Wednes-
day, jurors heard from trooper investigator 
Christopher Long, who arrived at the Port 
William Wilderness Lodge on Nov. 18. He 
was the first trooper from the Alaska Bureau 
of Investigations to survey the crime scene. 
The ABI investigates homicides throughout 
the state. 

Long, Dupras and patrol trooper Robert 

Casey didn’t have the 3D surveying equip-
ment, so Long relied on his training, he 
told the jury. The trio used a 300-foot tape 
measure and began to map the crime scene 
in two-dimensions. Wallace had investigator 
Long describe his 2D chart for the jury.

“This here might not be completely to 
scale, the walkway,” Long said, indicating 
one of the lodge’s boardwalks. “But I did the 
best I could with what I had.”

SCOTT CHRISTIANSEN/Kodiak Daily Mirror

State investigator Christopher Long shows a jury the crime scene survey troopers prepared for 
the trial Wednesday in Kodiak.

MICHAELA ZURFLUEH/Submitted photo

As part of the Fisheries of Alaska course, Damien Bennett-Melendez, left, 
and Michaela Zurflueh pose with a Kodiak halibut fisherman aboard the 
F/V Freyja to demonstrate knowledge of fishing vessels.

Shower 
stalls could 
be coming 
to harbor

By JOANN SNODERLY
joann@kodiakdailymirror.com

KODIAK – Fishermen may 
have a downtown shower facil-
ity as early as this summer.

The city council will vote 
tonight on whether to approve 
the shower facility renovations 
at the harbormaster building. 
The shower and restroom ren-
ovations mark the final phase 
of building improvements. 

In May 2016, the harbor-
master’s office regained full 
access to the Harbormaster 
Building when a 50-year lease 
with United Fishermen’s Mar-
keting Association ended. The 
UFMA had rented part of the 
building, including two offices, 
a restroom and shower facil-
ities.

The city’s Port and Harbors 
Department has completed 
upgrades to Fisherman’s Hall 
and office areas. New paint, 
carpet, sheetrock and ener-
gy-efficient LED lighting were 
added, while hazardous mate-
rials, including asbestos, lead 
paint and mold, were removed. 

“We basically just gave it 
a facelift,” said Harbormaster 
Lon White.

One office was converted to 
a common area off of Fisher-
man’s Hall with a kitchenette. 
This change also gives Fisher-
man’s Hall users access to a 
restroom. 

The fiscal year 2017 budget 
includes $200,000 in funding 
for the building renovations. 
According to White, the depart-
ment has spent approximately 
$27,000 of those funds on the 
upgrades to Fisherman’s Hall 
and office space, leaving about 
$183,000 for the showers and 
restrooms.

The $30,350 remaining 
will be used as “a contingency  
for unanticipated costs, if 

Education comes 
aboard with iPad classes

By JOANN SNODERLY
joann@kodiakdailymirror.com

The University of Alaska Southeast is offering new 
pathways for nontraditional students to earn college 
credits through technology and high school program-
ming. 

A pilot program at Kodiak High School allows high 
school students to earn both high school and college cred-
its in fisheries courses. Another program offers fisheries 
courses already uploaded onto iPads, giving fishermen 
and other students without access to reliable broadband 
the opportunity to complete college coursework.

Fisheries courses by iPad
The UAS Fisheries Technology program also offers six 

courses that are pre-downloaded to iPads. The courses 
provide an option for fishermen who want to complete 
coursework during downtime on fishing trips, students 
living in remote communities without reliable access to 
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